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Summary: 


Somebody in the Harrington-Hargrove family has to get braces... 


Brace Face 


Author's Note: 
I'M BACK!!! 


After a much needed break I am ready to return!! 
Enjoy this short fic I just put together because I felt 
like it!! 


“Are you sure IIl be okay? I mean I’m gonna have metal breath.” The 
thirteen year old girl worried. 


The Harrington-Hargrove family were all sitting around the table 
eating dinner, discussing their plans for the following day. 


“Yes sweetheart, you'll be fine.” Steve told her with a sympathetic 
smile. “Daddy’s going to take you tomorrow, he’ll drop you off, then 
run to the store to get you some stuff and then he’ll be back there to 
pick you up.” He explains. 

“Okay.” She nervously nodded. 


“There’s nothing to worry about, sweetie.” Billy sent her a 
sympathetic smile as well. “You know daddy won’t let anything 
happen to you.” He said and winked at her, holding his fork in his 
hand as he went to eat his steak. 


“Haha, Ande’s gonna be a brace face.” Their pesky eleven year old 
son, Brixton mocked and teased his sister. “Brace face! Brace face! 
Brace fa-” 


“Brixton, enough!” Billy warns, sharply glaring at his son. 


“Don’t worry Ande, I had them remember?” The girl nods at her 
older brother, Owen, thinking back to when he did have braces. “I 
had them on for two and a half years, that’s way longer than you’ll 
have yours on.” He tells her. 


“I know but I’m already self conscious about my smile as it is, the 
braces will just make it even worse.” 


“Honey,” Steve sighs. “You have a beautiful smile. All of you do.” He 
says, grinning at each of his four kids, winking at his youngest 
daughter, little seven year old Zoe. “Braces are just going to make it 
even more beautiful.” 


Ande sighs, picking at her mashed potatoes. “Don’t worry kiddo. It’ll 
be okay. Just don’t think about so much.” Billy tells her. 


The family continues on with their dinner, going back and forth in 
conversation about their day and whatnot. By the end of their meal, 
the kids had either gone to their rooms and stayed downstairs with 
their parents, Delilah, until it was time for bed. 


Ande got the second shower, after Owen. She washed her hair, 
washed her body, then brushed her teeth afterwards before making 
her way back to her bedroom for the night. She threw on an old shirt 
of her dad’s and a pair of sweatpants then looked at herself in the 
mirror, trying to imagine what she would look like with braces. 


“Ten more hours.” She mutters to herself. She was trying to stay 
confident and positive but being as self-conscious as she is, Ande was 
having a hard time accepting how different she was gonna look with 
the braces. “Ten more hours until I get them and another thirteen 
thousand four hundred and ten more until I can get them off.” 


“Ande?” A knock at her door causing the girl to zip her head around 
as it opens. Steve opens it wide enough for him to go in, not without 
a smile though. “You doing okay honey?” He asked. 


“I guess.” She shrugs and makes her way over to her bed. 


Steve sighs and follows her, sitting on the edge of her bed. “You 
know, it’s not going to last forever.” He says, watching her try to 
crack a smile. “It'll go by fast then when you get them off...” He 
looks behind him to make sure no one’s there and leans closer to her, 
“Between you and me, you are gonna have the third most beautiful 
smile in the world.” 


“The third?” She questions and furrows her brows. “Who are the first 
two?” 


“Well me and your father of course.” Steve replies and Ande finally 
smiles. 


“Of course,” She repeats with a playful eye roll. “At least I’m in the 
top three.” 


“That you are.” He adds with a grin. “Anyway, sweetheart, I wanted 
to make sure you were okay before we went to bed.” 


“Tm getting there. I just have to remind myself that there’s nothing to 
worry about.” 


“Exactly. Plus daddy will be there then he’ll take good care of you 
when you get home.” 


“And I can eat all the ice cream I want?” 


“Absolutely.” He nods. “Make sure you tell daddy which kind you 
want beforehand so he’ll know.” 


“T will.” She says as she yawns. 


“Get some sleep sweetheart.” Steve gets up and doesn't necessarily 
tuck her in but let her get settled. “If you need you’ll know where 
we'll be.” 


“Yes mom I know. I’m thirteen.” 


“I know but you’re still my little girl.” He tells her and kisses her 
forehead. “Night honey.” 


“Night.” She turns over with her phone in hand while Steve leaves 
her room and checks on his other kiddos. 


Owen and Brixton were both in their rooms, settling down, and 
Delilah was in her room while Billy was tucking her in. They had this 
whole routine that was only special between the two, Steve wasn’t 
involved in their little bedtime show, however he watched his 
husband and their daughter with delight. 


Steve took himself to his bedroom and got under the covers, turning 
the tv on. He grabs his glasses and puts them on while he watches his 


nighttime shows, waiting for his husband to return. 


Billy came into their room, closing their door for the night and 
climbed into bed with his husband. He too put on his glasses, that he 
only ever wore at home in front of his family. He laid with his 
husband while they watched their shows, both dozing off at almost 
midnight. Billy had his arms wrapped around Steve as the preview 
for next week’s Law and Order SVU episode played in the 
background. 


-Next Day- 


Ande’s alarm woke her up at 6:45, like it does everyday for school. 
She sat up in bed and yawned while rubbing the sleep from her eyes. 
She wasn’t going to school today, but she had her orthodontics 
appointment at eight so she had to be ready. 


She went downstairs where her mother had prepared breakfast for 
everyone. She sat at the table and instead of eating the meal Steve 
had made, she just ate some toast for now, her stomach was in knots. 


While her brothers and sister got ready for school, Ande sat and ate 
her toast here and there then went to get dressed for her 
appointment. 


When she came back down, her siblings were already out the door 
and Steve was just about to step out as well, not without saying bye 
to his girl. 


“Good luck baby.” He pulled her into a hug and kissed the top of her 
head. “You'll be fine.” He reminds her as they pull away from their 
embrace. “Love you.” 


“Love you too momma.” Ande smiled giving Steve one more squeeze 
before letting him leave for work. 


With the rest of her family gone, she sighed and sat on the couch 
waiting for her dad to get ready. Billy was taking a quick shower, and 
his quick showers lasted only five minutes because he knew they 
needed to be somewhere. 


Billy came downstairs in a t-shirt and jeans, throwing on his leather 


jacket. Even at thirty nine, he still dressed like he was a teenager but 
he pulled it off pretty well so they weren’t complaining. 


“Geez are you trying to get hit on?” She asks while observing her 
father’s chosen attire. 


“No. I’m a happy married man.” He tells her and grabs his keys from 
the bowl. “Are you ready to go?” 


“Yep.” She sighs and gets up from the couch, making her way over to 
the door. 


The two of them make their way out to his car and get in. Before 
Billy even started the car, he turned to his daughter and grinned. 
“You're going to be fine.” He tells her, knowing that she was still 
nervous. 


“I know dad.” She adds and buckles herself in. 


“Just making sure.” Billy revs up the engine and reverses out of their 
driveway. 


Billy drives his daughter to the orthodontics and signs her in. They 
waited ten minutes then Ande’s name was called. Billy got up with 
her and gave her a hug, “You'll be fine love.” 


“I know daddy.” She says, smiling during their warm embrace. 


She pulls away and follows the lady to the back, letting Billy have the 
chance to run out to get her ice cream, jello, applesauce, and instant 
mashed potatoes. He knew his daughter was in good care, he just 
hoped she knew that. 


-One Hour Later- 


Ande couldn’t stop looking at her mouth. She checked in the mirror 
when they were done, in the bathroom, in the car, and now on her 
phone while she was up in her room. She was driving herself insane 
trying to figure out how she felt about herself. 


The pain meds were wearing off and she was demanding food to feed 
her hungry belly. She had to be put under because they ended up 


removing a tooth in order for her teeth to become straighter and give 
that beautiful smile everyone says she has. She was a bit woozy when 
she woke up but now all she cared about was her ice cream and her 
damn mouth. 


“Daddy!” She calls just as Billy walked in with her ice cream. “Oh, 
you’re here.” 


“Pm here.” He confirms and hands her the bowl of ice cream he 
prepared for her. “Remember small bites.” 


“Yes dad.” She took a spoonful of the chocolate ice cream and 
moaned as it melted down her throat. “So good.” She adds and goes 
for another bite. 


“Do you need anything else honey?” Billy asks, ready to leave. 
“Yes.” 

“What?” 

“Can you stay here with me? I don’t want to be alone.” 


Billy smiles, “Of course sweetheart.” He went to the bed as she 
scooted over and sat beside her. “Wanna watch a movie?” She nods, 
her mouthful of ice cream. Billy puts on Zathura for them to watch 
and his daughter gets comfortable next to him laying her head on his 
shoulder while she eats her ice cream. 


Ande ended up falling asleep halfway through the movie and slept for 
another couple of hours. She slept so long that by the time she woke 
up, everyone was already home. 


Steve was eager to see her so as soon as he walked through the door, 
he didn’t bother saying hi to his husband, instead he ran upstairs and 
checked on their daughter. 


Ande was startled by her mother barging into her room at full speed, 
like a frickin little kid. “Lemme see.” Ande rolls her eyes but smiles 
anyway for her mother. Steve squeals and pulls her into a hug. “I told 
you everything would be okay.” He says and she nods in his arms. 
“How’s the pain? I heard they removed that tooth.” 


“Pm okay for now. Just sore but Pll take some tylenol or something.” 
“TIl get it for you. Are you gonna come downstairs or?” 
“Yeah.” She nods as she stretches, “I’ve been in bed all day.” 


“Okay well take your time.” He adds and leaves her room, giving her 
a chance to wake up some more, even though it was almost five in 
the evening. 


Ande brought herself downstairs a few minutes later and her whole 
family was admiring her new look, not one mean or snarky comment 
which she was relieved about. Maybe having braces wasn’t so bad 
after all. 


